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SECTION 3

EXAMPLES OF BEST PRACTICE EDUCATIONAL DESIGNS 
Schools Toured by Kenilworth School District 38 

 J.F. Kennedy Elementary School – Schiller Park, Illinois 

 Gemini Middle School – Niles, Illinois 

 Prairie Crossing Charter School – Grayslake, Illinois 

 Sunset Ridge Elementary School – Northfield, Illinois 
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EXAMPLES OF BEST PRACTICE EDUCATIONAL DESIGNS 

 

In February and March of 2020, Kenilworth School District 38 toured several exemplary 

local school facilities with DLA Architects to get inspirational ideas for the next step of 

the Master Facilities Plan called the Educational Visioning Workshop. Most buildings 

were toured in person, however, due to the pandemic occurring in mid-March, DLA was 

able to facilitate a virtual tour of the J.F. Kennedy Elementary School. This enabled 

faculty and staff to virtually tour the school. This tour can be viewed here 

https://youtu.be/5iiubWEJrvI.   Also provided for reference in this section are brochures 

from two of the schools toured by the District by DLA Architects, Kennedy Elementary 

School and Gemini Middle School.  

 

TOURS 

February 27, 2020  

• Tour of Kennedy Elementary School, Schiller Park School District 81, Schiller Park, 

Illinois - DLA Architects 

• Tour of Gemini Middle School, East Maine School District 63, Niles, Illinois - DLA 

Architects  

 

March 9, 2020 

• Prairie Crossing Charter School, Grayslake, Illinois - Non-DLA School 

 

March 2020 

• Sunset Ridge Elementary School, School District 29, Northfield, Illinois - Non-DLA 
School 
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BUILDING FACTS
Location: Schiller Park, Illinois
Client: Schiller Park School District 81
Scope: Additions & Remodeling 
Student Capacity: 800
Grades Housed: Pre-K through 3rd
Phases: 6 total (2015-2020)

SITE DIAGRAM - DESIGN SOLUTION

KENNEDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
SCHILLER PARK, ILLINOIS

KENNEDY WAS over capacity and in need of space for its 800 
students.  The design solution solved several challenges inherent 
to the existing site.  First was the safety and efficiency of student 
drop-off and pick-up patterns.  By locating the building addition 
to the north of the site, traffic patterns were improved and indoor/
outdoor learning environments were created that incorporate 
sustainable strategies by maximizing exposure to natural daylight.  
Furthermore, close proximity to O’Hare International Airport 
required thoughtful consideration to acoustics and infrastructure, 
particularly for an existing FAA tower that relays critical wind shear 
data back to the airport.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

BREAKOUT ROOM

GYMNASIUM
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MULTIPLE MODES OF LEARNING
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THROUGH a holistic approach, a 
multitude of stakeholder engagement 
meetings, and child-centered decisions, 
DLA worked closely with Schiller Park 
School District 81 to generate a Master 
Plan of renovations and additions that 
create modern learning environments 
in support of curiosity, creativity, 
collaboration and differentiated learning 
in a way that reflects and inspires the 
learning and teaching goals of the 
District.

MEDIA CENTERBEFORE - LIBRARY (IN BASEMENT)

PARTIAL FIRST FLOOR - AXON OF ADDITION

BEFORE - TYPICAL CORRIDOR LEARNING CORRIDOR

NOW, by taking a phased multi-year 
building approach, the District has 
been able to sequence a full building 
transformation that has met its needs in 
the present and for years to come. 

PRESENTATION SPACE

BEFORE - TYPICAL CLASSROOM

PARTIAL SECOND FLOOR - AXON OF ADDITION

LEARNING STUDIO
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BUILDING FACTS

Location: Niles, Illinois

Client: East Maine School District 63

Scope: Additions & Remodeling 

Student Capacity: 1,140

Grades Housed: 6th-8th

Phases: 3+ (2018-2020)

SITE DIAGRAM - DESIGN SOLUTION

GEMINI MIDDLE SCHOOL
NILES, ILLINOIS

GEMINI WAS preparing for a major transition from serving only 

7th-8th graders to expanding to accommodate the District’s entire 

6th-8th grade population.  The objective for this change was to 

strategically and deliberately focus on pre-teens in order to meet 

their specifi c academic, emotional, social, and physical needs.  A 

growing enrollment would require additional academic support 

space including:  an auxiliary multi-purpose room with a stage

that would enable Gemini thespians, musicians, and performers to 

perform in a theater-like setting; a performing arts music suite that 

would bring all of Gemini’s music classes and performance groups 

together; and expansions to the cafeteria and library.  Another 

priority was to relocate a second fl oor central administration area

to an accessible ground fl oor level that was easily identifi able 

and create a safe and secured main entrance.  Furthermore, the 

site would require improved site circulation achieved through 

additional parking, separation of cars from busses for student drop-

off and pick-up, and upgraded outdoor athletic fi elds for physical 

education and team sports.

STAFF COLLABORATION

NEW MAIN ENTRANCE (RENDERING)

LEARNING STAIR
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PARTIAL SECOND FLOOR - AXON OF LEARNING COMMUNITY CIRCULATION DIAGRAM - BEFORE CIRCULATION DIAGRAM - AFTER
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THROUGH a visioning 

process that began in July 2017, 

DLA engaged administrators, 

educators and students in 

order to understand the unique 

strengths, challenges, and needs 

of the school community.  One 

differentiating factor at Gemini 

is the delivery of their curriculum 

and academic instruction in teams 

as opposed to departments.  The 

benefi t of this team approach 

is that students are a part of a 

core group for all three years and 

supported by a consistent team of 

teachers who educate and guide 

them throughout their time at the 

school.  Staff collaboration rooms 

provide fl exibility to team zones as 

they support differentiation.  The 

students expressed a need for 

improved interior circulation, the 

implementation of color, outdoor 

learning, and space for quiet study 

and collaboration.

LEARNING LABLEARNING HUB

NOW, by taking a phased 

multi-year building approach, the 

District has begun to sequence a 

full building and site transformation 

that will meet its needs in the 

present and for years to come.  

With major building remodeling 

and additions near completion, 

the school’s next steps will be 

primarily aesthetic in order to fully 

celebrate the cultural diversity of 

their community (as highlighted 

through the use of color schemes 

throughout the building) and 

to give the school a refreshed 

appearance that will unify old with 

new.

STEAM CORRIDORLEARNING COMMONS

TO SEE THE ‘MAKING A MIDDLE SCHOOL’ 

STORY AND TO VIEW THE GEMINI VIDEO 

ANIMATION, PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE.

IMPROVED

CIRCULATION

• Reduced traveling 

times

• Decreased 

congestion
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