
 

Kenilworth School District No. 38 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 

June 5, 2014 
 

The Education Committee of the Board of Education of Kenilworth School District Number 38, Cook 
County, Illinois met on the 5th day of June 2014, at 7:35 a.m., in Room 218 of The Joseph Sears School, 542 
Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois.  Members present included:  Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, Mrs. Stacey Van 
Metre and Dr. Kelley Kalinich.  Mrs. Betsy Moerschel was absent.  Also present were administrators, Dr. 
Janice Matthews and Ms. Julia Jones, as well as teachers, Ms. Karolina Bajkowska, Mr. Ross Cabin, Mr. 
Patrick Dawson, Mr. Bill Gordon, Mrs.  Baiba Kuntz and Mrs. Gail Rodin. 

 
Public Comment – There was no public comment. 

 
Presentation and Discussion of Curricular Information 

 
Fine and Performing Arts – The art and music teachers presented an overview of the programs in Art, 
Band, Chorus and Orchestra.   
 
The Music information included examples of the use of technology in supporting the development of 
student skills, outside connections to music such as the June 2014 Orchestra performance at Carnegie 
Hall, March Science Olympiad competition, Illinois Music Educators Association competitions/ 
performances and festivals hosted by New Trier Township High School.  Discussion occurred regarding 
the challenge of scheduling students for lessons and sectionals during the school day.  Areas of concern 
were shared that focus on the access to instructional space, available time for practice.  The Committee 
thanked the music educators for their dedication, leadership and professionalism in their field to the 
benefit of our students. 
 
Mrs. Betsy Moerschel arrived at approximately 7:50 a.m. 
 
The Art teachers provided an overview of the curriculum for the grade levels they teacher with Ms. 
Bajkowska teaching grades 4-8 and Mrs. Kuntz teaching grades 1-3.  They highlighted samples of the 
student work which emphasize creative problem-solving, fine motor skills, personal voice in creating 
their work.  The teachers featured the variety of instruction from drawing, painting, working with clay, 
as well as, using primary sources, images and imagination for inspiration.  The teachers also reviewed 
the cross curricular instruction to include social science, literature, world language, mathematics and 
science.  The Committee thanked the art educators for their amazing development of the students’ skills 
and love of art. 
 
Dr. Kalinich added that Mrs. Kuntz has been a part of the primary textbook that is used for art 
educators internationally.  Student work and Mrs. Kuntz’s strategies for instruction are featured in the 
textbook, including a Sears student art piece printed on the cover of the book.  Additionally, it was 
noted that the curriculum outlines for art and music are posted on the District website for more in-
depth review. 
 
Mrs. Liz Gordon, Junior High Response to Intervention Facilitator, joined the meeting at 8:30 a.m.  The 
Art and Music teachers departed the meeting at this time. 
 
Junior High Response to Intervention – Mrs. Liz Gordon presented on the work that has been developed 
and implemented for Junior High students as a part of the Response to Intervention (RtI).  This includes 



 

the supports for Tier 1 (general, core curriculum), Tier 2 (differentiated interventions to provide 
remedial/extra practice or gifted/enrichment and Tier 3 (specific action plans for more intense, targeted 
instruction).  Mrs. Gordon noted that in the continuum of RtI implementation services, the Junior High 
is between the initial implementation and full implementation stages.  She provided information 
regarding the numbers of students who receive Tier 2 interventions, illustrating that the predicted 
averages range from 15%-18%, the typical, expected percentages.  She outlined the differentiation 
process and provided examples of choices students have to support their learning.  Implementation 
models for co-teaching with the Junior High faculty were also reviewed.  The full presentation is posted 
on the District website, under “Surveys and Presentations”. 
 
Mrs. Liz Gordon departed the meeting at 9:20 a.m. 
 
Mathematics Enrichment Instruction for Grades 4-5 – Dr. Janice Matthews reviewed the recommendation 
for enrichment grouping to occur at both 4th and 5th grades.  It was also discussed that opportunities will 
be created for the two grade levels to meet throughout the year to monitor the implementation of the 
flexible, accelerated groupings. 
 
Review of Upcoming Presentations – The Committee postponed discussion on this item until the Strategic 
Plan draft is in place.  As such, the thinking is that the presentations identified will relate directly to the 
Strategic Plan during the 2014-2015 school year. 

 
Review of Meeting Minutes from May 5, 2014 – The minutes were approved as amended. 
 
Review and Discussion of Status Reports – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the enrollment projections and current 
staffing plan for grades JK, Kindergarten and Fourth Grade.  At the present, the plan is to have one JK 
classroom, two Kindergarten classrooms and four Fourth Grade classrooms. 
 
Due to time limitations, the discussion of the Curriculum related action items in the Strategic Plan was 
postponed, pending more input from the Subcommittee. 
 
Dr. Kalinich noted that there will only be one set of data provided by New Trier Township High School on 
the freshman class for the 2013-2014 school year.   In recent years, first semester grades had been provided 
in the past, however, New Trier is no longer providing that information.  Additionally, end of year 
perception survey data has been provided by New Trier sometime in July or August.  As such, the 
Freshman Survey Data review will be postponed for discussion at the August Committee meeting. 

 
Review of Board Policies Revisions and/or Adoptions and Administrative Procedures 

 
Discipline Including Cellular Phone Usage by Students – Dr. Matthews presented the findings from 
researching the Township districts, noting that all middle schools/junior highs prohibit the use of 
cellular phones during the school day, including the lunch period.  In consultation with Mrs. Wallace, 
the Team Coordinators and Junior High Teachers, cellular phones will not be allowed during the school 
day, including lunch time for the 2014-2015 school year.  Dr. Matthews will work with Mrs. Wallace to 
communicate this information to parents and students in multiple venues and multiple times.  
 
Class Size Guidelines – After a brief discussion, it was agreed that the guidelines will be reviewed during 
the 2014-2015 school year.  Once the guidelines are decided upon, a letter to be distributed to families 
annually, will be created for distribution, including the rationale and impact on student learning. 

 
Review of Communication with Parents and Community Members  - There was no information to report. 

 



 

Other – The Committee discussed the idea of developing a series of informational letters on specific topics 
of the “what” and “how” decisions are made on various topics such as class size guidelines, class 
assignments, etc.  A calendar will be set up with the distribution schedule of the letters.  Dr. Kalinich will 
follow up on putting this together with the Administrative team. 
 
The Committee also discussed setting up an annual calendar, similar to that of the Communication 
Committee of responsibilities and tasks for the Education Committee.  Dr. Kalinich will put together an 
initial draft for the Education Committee to review. 

 
Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting was set for Wednesday, August 20, 2014, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Kelley M. Kalinich, Ed.D. 
Secretary, Board of Education 


