
KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 

September 10, 2014 
 

The Education Committee of the Board of Education of Kenilworth School District Number 38, Cook 
County, Illinois met on the 10th day of September 2014, at 8:30 a.m., in the Superintendent’s Office of The 
Joseph Sears School, 542 Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois.  Members present included:  Mrs. Suzanne 
Nelson, Mrs. Betsy Moerschel, Mrs. Stacey Van Metre, Dr. Kelley Kalinich and Mrs. Kendra Wallace. 

 
Review of Meeting Minutes from August 20, 2014 – The minutes were approved as amended. 

 
Public Comment – There was no public comment. 
 
The Committee congratulated Mrs. Wallace on the successful Curriculum Nights.  Comments were made 
on assisting parents in completing the correct registration. Some returning families completed the “new 
family” registration.  Additionally, some parents did not review the prepopulated information from the 
2013-2014 school year to check for any address or informational changes.  Mrs. Wallace noted that she did 
contact each family who did not return to Sears School with success in speaking with all but one family. 
 
Due to Mrs. Wallace’s limited availability, the items pertaining to her were reviewed first.  This included: 
 
Review and Discussion of Status Reports 
 

Initial Review of Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) Data – Mrs. Wallace presented the data and 
analysis of the spring 2014 ISAT data. 

 
Parent, Mrs. Cynthia Helle, joined the meeting at 8:40 a.m. 
 

Initial Review of New Trier Township High School Freshman Survey Data – Mrs. Wallace presented the data 
and analysis of the June 2014, Freshman Survey data.  She will update the PowerPoint for presentation 
to the full Board at the September 22, 2014, Board meeting. 
 
Standardized Testing – Mrs. Wallace briefly highlighted that the Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) 
testing would begin in October and would be implemented again in January 2015, followed by the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessment in March 2014. 
 
Strategic Plan - Master Schedule - Mrs. Wallace noted that the Team Coordinators, along with Kenilworth 
Education Association (KEA) leadership would be charged with the study and recommendation for the 
Master Schedule review.  Mrs. Wallace and committee representatives will attend the October and 
November Education Committee meeting to provide feedback on their work with a full presentation 
scheduled for the November 17, 2014, Regular Board meeting. 

 
Review of Communication with Parents and Community Members – Mrs. Suzanne Nelson inquired 
about the instructional groupings for students in grades 4 and 5.  Mrs. Wallace noted that an accelerated 
group within the grade level will not take place until the 2nd trimester as recommended by the teachers.  She 
noted that the 4th grade groupings are a bit more complicated due to multiple groupings already occurring 
within the grade level.  She will continue to work with the teachers to ensure that the appropriate 
groupings in the best interest of students will take place. 
 



Mrs. Wallace departed the meeting at approximately 9:20 a.m. 
 

Strategic Plan – Curriculum – The Committee reviewed the draft and provided feedback for edits.  Dr. 
Kalinich reviewed her presentation of the draft to the faculty on September 2, 2014 and noted the 
general feedback from the teachers centered on ensuring that their feedback was included in the 
implementation of the plan. 
 

 Potential Curricular Presentations for 2014-2015 School Year – The suggested list and timeline were 
reviewed; noting that more information will be flushed out once the Strategic Plan was formally 
adopted. 

 Gifted Research Summary – Due to time limitations, this item will be reviewed at the October 
Committee meeting. 

 
Enrollment – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the minor changes in enrollment since the start of the school year. 
 
Professional Development for 2014-2015 School Year – Due to time limitations, this item was postponed 
until the October Committee meeting. 

 
Review of Application for Recognition of Schools – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the document which will be 
presented to the full Board in the Consent Agenda for the September 22, 2014, Board meeting.  She noted 
that this was an annual requirement for the Board to approve the application.  The Education Committee 
asked questions and endorsed the application for approval by the Board. 
 
Review of Annual Calendar for Education Committee – Due to time limitations, this item was postponed 
until the October Committee meeting. 
 
Review of Board Policy Revisions and/or Adoptions and Administrative Procedures 
 

Class Size Guidelines – Due to time limitations, this item was postponed until the October Committee 
meeting. 

 
Review of Communication with Parents and Community Members – Mrs. Suzanne Nelson noted that 
some of the 8th grade parents are requesting that the date for graduation be re-examined due to New Trier 
Township High School exams occurring during this time period.  Dr. Kalinich noted that this has occurred 
previously and that families are encouraged to plan accordingly.  Additionally, she noted that the calendar 
was developed for the 2014-2015 school year to avoid a large number of school days after graduation, as 
occurred during the 2013-2014 school year with the emergency weather days.  Mrs. Betsy Moerschel 
affirmed that families have always worked around finals, sports schedules, etc. for 8th Grade Graduation.  
Dr. Kalinich noted that she would follow up with Board President, Mr. Tim Kollar, to review the parent 
concerns. 
  
Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting will be scheduled for either Tuesday, October 14, 2014, at 11:00 
a.m. or Thursday, October 15, 2014, at 11:30 a.m.  Dr. Kalinich will check with Mrs. Wallace to see if the 
October 14th date works with her schedule.  If not, the October 16th date will be the back up. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:35 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
Kelley M. Kalinich, Ed.D. 
Secretary, Board of Education 


