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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 

May 5, 2014 
 

The Education Committee of the Board of Education of Kenilworth School District Number 38, Cook 
County, Illinois met on the 5th day of May 2014, at 7:35 a.m., in Room 218 of The Joseph Sears School, 542 
Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois.  Members present included:  Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, Mrs. Betsy 
Moerschel, Mrs. Stacey Van Metre and Dr. Kelley Kalinich.  Also were present, Principal, Dr. Janice 
Matthews and Kindergarten Teachers, Mrs. Barb Rodriguez, Mrs. Sharon Sprague, Mrs. Joyce Toan and 
Miss Harmony Watson. 
 
Public Comment – There was no public comment. 
 
Presentation and Discussion of Curricular Information 

 
Full Day Kindergarten Report – The Kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Barb Rodriguez, Mrs. Joyce Toan and 
Miss Harmony Watson, along with Early Childhood Specialist, Mrs. Sharon Sprague presented their 
evaluation of the full day Kindergarten, non-tuition based model that was first implemented this school 
year.  The teachers highlighted their ability to provide an enriched time to cover the curriculum to 
include:  Literacy, Math, Specials, Science, Social Science, as well as play time and Social Emotional 
development.  It was noted that one child goes home for lunch daily with a few students going home for 
lunch occasionally. 
 
Mrs. Rodriguez, Mrs. Sprague, Mrs. Toan and Miss Watson were thanked for their work and report.  
They departed the meeting at approximately 8:00 a.m. 
 
Science Pilot Recommendations for Grades K-5 – Dr. Matthews reviewed the work completed by the Science 
Committee in studying the Next Generation Science Standards (released in spring 2013), as well as 
Science curricula throughout the country and specifically at Avoca and Arlington Heights school 
districts.  She noted that two of the major programs (Foss and Carolina) are currently being used in 
Kenilworth and Avoca.  Science Companion is a newer program developed by the University of Chicago 
and is tied to the Next Generation Science Standards.  The Science Committee unanimously decided to 
pilot one unit from the Science Companion for the 2014-2015 school year.  The teachers will meet in May 
2014 to identify the unit per grade level that is piloted.  The teachers are also exploring the possibility of 
increasing the Science instructional time at the elementary grades by integrating literature that relates to 
the Science and English/Language Arts instruction. 
 
Homework Policy Renewal – Mr. Jeff Rosen, chairperson of the Homework Committee, joined the meeting 
and reviewed the goals of the Junior High homework policy to include:  integration of Homework 
Philosophy for all students, guidelines for amounts of homework for each grade level and subject area, 
as well as suggestions for students struggling with homework completion.  He identified the 
implementation process which included teacher collaboration to troubleshoot any issues for student 
management of the homework expectations.  On behalf of the Homework Committee, he recommended 
that the policy continue as currently stated in the Handbook, continue faculty, student and parent 
education on the policy and monitor student progress, academic achievement, as well as student self-
advocacy.  The letter shared with parents at the March Conference time was noted as being meaningful 
and should be considered for annual distribution.  A suggestion was also made to consider offering a 
study skills “boot camp” prior to the start of Junior High and/or to examine ways that the students can 
be prompted in Fifth Grade to be prepared for the self-advocacy in Sixth Grade. 



 
Mr. Rosen was thanked for his leadership of this two year-long examination.  He departed the meeting 
at approximately 8:30 a.m. 
 
English/Language Arts Renewal – Mrs. Cathy Fansher and Mrs. Anne Trueman joined the meeting to 
provide context regarding their work with the teachers in grades K-8 for English/Language Arts.  The 
teacher coordinators outlined the process used to take the in-depth curriculum used by the faculty to 
create a document for posting to the website, with the specific Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
referenced, including the instructional materials.  This document will be used to assist parents in 
understanding the curriculum at each grade level, as well as to provide an orientation to teachers to 
complement the detailed instructional curriculum.  The Committee reinforced the format of the 
curriculum document and looked forward to the development of similar documents for other academic 
areas posted to the website.  Summer curriculum work will focus on the development of grade level 
assessments.  They reviewed the plans for continued work during the 2014-2015 school year.  Mrs. 
Fansher and Mrs. Trueman were complimented on their work this year. 
 
Mrs. Fansher and Mrs. Trueman departed the meeting at approximately 9:10 a.m. 

 
Review of Board Policies Revisions and/or Adoptions 

 
Discipline Including Cellular Phone Usage by Students – In order to include Dr. Matthews, Chairperson 
Mrs. Nelson invited her to review the suggested recommendations to the Discipline related polices, as 
made by the Discipline and Ethics Committee.  These policies, along with the suggested edits were 
reviewed and endorsed.  Additionally, the Committee discussed the teacher review of the use of cellular 
phones during lunch, as well as the research from the Township districts.  Dr. Matthews reported that 
during her formal observation of students in grades 6-8, she noted students using their cellular phones 
for text messaging and searching the Internet on an on-going basis throughout the lunch periods.  Dr. 
Matthews reported on her meeting with the Junior High teachers to discuss the topic, noting that the 
teachers recommended continuing with the current policy of allowing cellular phone usage during the 
lunch hour.  Dr. Matthews reported the findings from the Township districts that all of the districts do 
not allow cellular phone usage during the school day, including the lunch period.  With consideration of 
the current Township best practice, as well as promoting healthy social habits during the lunch period, 
the Administration recommends not allowing cellular phone usage during the 2014-2015 school year 
during the lunch period.   
 
It was agreed that the recommendations for changes to the specific Discipline related policies would be 
presented to the Board for adoption after a review of Township policies for student cellular phone usage 
takes place.  Additionally, a plan will be developed to communicate this change to students and parents 
prior to the start of the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Special Education Transportation – The Committee reviewed the proposed, required policy.  It was 
endorsed and will be included in the Consent Agenda for approval at the May Board of Education 
meeting. 

 
Review of Meeting Minutes from April 9, 2014 – The minutes were approved as amended. 
 
Presentation and Discussion of Curricular Information (continued) 
 

Summer Professional Development – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the chart summarizing the planned work.  
Some suggestions were made to clarify the inclusion of Executive Functioning in the Junior High 
Advisory planning work.  The Committee thanked Dr. Kalinich for the revised format, noting it was 
easier to follow and understand. 



 
Review of Upcoming Presentations – The Committee reviewed the planned presentations, noting that the 
Mathematics ability grouping report would be provided in June vs. July as originally scheduled. 

 
Review and Discussion of Status Reports 
 

Enrollment Projections – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the current enrollment projections for the 2014-2015 
school year, as well as the current memorandum regarding a recommendation and rationale.  She noted 
that this information will be updated after Mrs. Kendra Wallace meets with the Third Grade teachers to 
review the current AIMSWeb data, as well as review the recommendation for the number of sections of 
4th grade during the 2014-2015 school year.  A report of this meeting will be shared with the full Board 
at the May Regular Board meeting. 
 
Strategic Plan: 

Review of Curriculum Related Action Items – Due to time limitations, this item was postponed. 
Review of Committee Consolidation Recommendations – Dr. Kalinich reviewed the final committee 
listing noting it had been reviewed and endorsed by the Team Coordinators, as well as reviewed 
with the entire faculty/staff.  The new listing will be in place for usage with the start of the 2014-
2015 school year. 
 

Review of Communication with Parents and Community Members – There was no additional 
information to report. 

 
Other – There was no additional business to discuss. 

 
Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting was set for Wednesday, June 4, 2014 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
 
Kelley M. Kalinich, Ed.D. 
Secretary, Board of Education 


