
 

 

Kenilworth School District No. 38 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38 

January 8, 2014 
 

The Education Committee of the Board of Education of Kenilworth School District Number 38, Cook 
County, Illinois met on the 8th day of January 2014, at 7:34 a.m., in Room 218 of The Joseph Sears School, 542 
Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois.  Members present included:  Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, Mrs. Betsy 
Moerschel, Mrs. Stacey Van Metre and Dr. Kelley Kalinich.  Also present were:  Dr. Janice Matthews and 
the faculty from the Mathematics Committee including:  Mr. Jeff Gerdin, Mrs. Chaidan Leshinski (Upp), 
Mrs. Allison Lopuszynski, Mrs. Kathy Lowell, Mrs. Cathy Quigley (long term substitute for Mrs. 
Romisher), Mrs. Laura Romisher, Mrs. Toula Sideris, Mrs. Blythe Szafoni, Ms. Harmony Watson. 
 
Presentation and Discussion with Math Curriculum Renewal Committee – Dr. Matthews and the Math 
Committee members provided a review of the implementation of Math in Focus (grades K-5) and the 
curriculum alignment work in grades 6-8.  Some of the key information included: 
 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade Implementation of Math in Focus: 
 

 Appreciation of the monthly professional development for the K-5 teachers; 
 Promotes challenging and “good” thinking for students, where they are able to understand concepts 

at a deeper level. 
 Provides the opportunity for anecdotal assessments “on the spot” vs. at the end of a unit 
 Provides strong links with home for follow up and reinforcement of the concepts 
 Third and Fifth grade teachers felt they could “hit the ground running” due to the fact that their 

students were part of the pilot in 2nd and 4th grades 
 There is a continued need to provide extra supplement for math facts practice, as with most math 

programs.   
 Calendar Counts has replaced math maintenance and is a critical component to align with the 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS).   
 The teachers changed the order of implementation for some units to better align to the ISAT testing. 
 Math in Focus stood out from the start as the best choice for our rigorous and challenging 

expectations. 
 A great program for students to see that there are multiple strategies on how to approach their math 

skill development 
 
There were several follow up items identified, which are being examined as a part of the program and the 
implementation at Sears School.  These are as follows: 
 

 Discussion on how students are grouped for each lesson and future skill groupings vs. providing 
enrichment instruction in class.  

 Examine ways to continue the communication between home and school regarding some of the 
newer instructional strategies 

 
For grades 6-8, there continues to be examination of the transition from Sears School to New Trier 
Township High School, preparation to meet the Common Core State Standards, as well as our elementary 
grades (K-5).  The Junior High teachers have worked with consultant and former Winnetka teacher, Eric 
Segal.  In doing so, they developed a problem-solving unit to kick off the school year, providing an overlay 
to prior math instruction.  The Junior High teachers noted that they are currently aligning the 6th-8th grade 



 

 

curriculum with expectations articulated from New Trier.  There is continued work planned in this 
alignment, once New Trier has completed their Common Core State Standards alignment. 
 
The follow up items identified for the Mathematics Committee included: 
 

 Revisit having the textbook accessible to students and parents from home in grade K-5; 
 Consider how students coming into 6th grade will transition as they have now had two years of 

instruction using the Math in Focus model 
 Conduct a gap analysis of Math in Focus 6th grade curriculum compared to our current materials 

(considered 7th grade materials) 
 Consider any Township discussions regarding New Trier mathematics instruction 
 Continue to examine ways to provide connections with parents such as Math Central usage at home 

for student practice of math facts 
 Continue to explore enrichment for students who are ready for more challenging material 

 
Dr. Kalinich and Dr. Matthews will look for another date in March, April or May for the Mathematics 
Committee to present their follow up feedback. 
 
Mrs. Nelson thanked the Mathematics Committee for their time, efforts and presentation on behalf of the 
Education Committee. 
 
Review of Meeting Minutes from December 4, 2013 – The minutes were approved as amended. 

 
Public Comment – There was no public comment.  

 
Status Review of Prior Meeting Action Items 

 
Proposed 2014-2015 School Year Calendar – Dr. Kalinich noted that due to the cancellation of school on 
January 6th and 7th, the Calendar Committee has rescheduled their meeting for Friday, January 10th.  As 
such, a revised suggested calendar for the 2014-2015 school year will be reviewed at the January 13, 
2014, Board meeting.  Suggestions to consider for the calendar development are to schedule conferences 
for the time period when the administrators and faculty think it is most appropriate, as well as a strong 
communication regarding parent attendance at Parent/Teacher Conferences. 

 
Review and Discussion of Status Reports 
 

Enrollment Update and Class Size Data – Dr. Kalinich reported that the Junior Kindergarten enrollment is 
in process, but she will need to check on the number of students registered to date. 
 
Strategic Plan – The updated flow chart was reviewed.  Dr. Kalinich noted that she will share a summary 
of the initiatives embarked on beginning with the 2008-2009 school year, as well as a Curriculum 
Renewal map at the February Committee meeting. 
 
Master Schedule – Dr. Kalinich noted that the Master Schedule Committee will be prepared to share the 
Time Audit findings, as well as their projected timeline for “next steps”, at the February Education 
Committee meeting.  She noted that she does not expect a recommendation for a new Master Schedule 
to be proposed for implementation during the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Homework Guidelines – There was no new information to report. 

 
Review of Communication with Parents and Community Members – There was no information to report. 



 

 

 
Other – Mrs. Betsy Moerschel noted the recent coverage of Sears School in the media with the end of year 
review article by Dr. Kalinich, as well as the article on the Principal search.  She also suggested that the 
recent publication from New Trier Township High School on the truths and myths about student 
performance be referenced in an upcoming issue of the Sears to Home to inform our parents about this 
information.  

 
Set Next Meeting Date – The next meeting was set for February 12, 2014, at 7:30 a.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
 
Kelley M. Kalinich, Ed.D. 
Secretary, Board of Education 


