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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE  
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 

KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
December 7, 2015 

 
The Building and Finance Committee of the Board of Education of Kenilworth School District No. 38, 
Cook County, Illinois, met on the 7th day of December, 2015, at 8:30 a.m., in the Faculty Hall 
Conference Room of The Joseph Sears School, 542 Abbotsford Road, Kenilworth, Illinois. Members 
present included: Mrs. Mindy Kelly, Mrs. Stacey Van Metre, Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, 
Superintendent/Chief School Business Official Dr. Crystal LeRoy and Communication Coordinator Mr. 
Chike Erokwu.  Also present was Mrs. Allison Winslow. 
 
Mrs. Kelly called the committee meeting to order at 8:38 a.m. 

 
Review of Minutes from November 3, 2015 – The minutes were approved as presented. 

 
Public Comment – Mrs. Kelly invited public comment. Mrs. Winslow identified herself as a member of 
the Intergovernmental Efficiency Task Force – an organization which monitors organizational spending 
and programming in hopes of enhancing the business and operations of different entities in 
Kenilworth. Mrs. Winslow said she hopes that the Building and Finance Committee would take into 
consideration the needs of the Kenilworth community when planning facilities projects. Mrs. Winslow 
said it is important to make sure constitutes are involved in the planning process and it is important to 
consider cost tradeoffs when making project decisions. Mrs. Winslow said it is important to consider 
the benefits of physical activity and keeping kids active when considering facilities projects. 
 
Discussion of FY 15 Financial Audit – Dr. LeRoy led a discussion of the FY15 Financial Audit. She said 
the District received a letter of best practices from the District’s auditor that summarized ways in which 
the District can operate above what is minimally required by law. Dr. LeRoy said the areas in which the 
auditors recommended the District can improve are related to the new financial software, which will be 
put into use beginning in January. Dr. LeRoy said she plans on adopting the recommendations 
presented by the auditor. 
 
The committee discussed the possibility of putting out an RFP for auditor services in the spring. 
 
Discussion of Village House Usage and Maintenance Expenses – Dr. LeRoy discussed the terms of 
the agreement with the Park District for use of the Village House. Dr. LeRoy said that currently, there is 
no formal agreement in place for financing large expenditures for shared services. Park District officials 
asked the District to help pay for heating repairs, which were estimated to cost about $1,000. 
Committee members expressed concern that the Park District does not have the funds available to pay 
for such repairs. Mrs. Kelly said she would like to discuss this matter with the Board as a whole during 
the December board meeting. 
 
Architectural Services Finalist Interviews – Building and Finance Committee members listened to 
presentations from Ruck Pate Architecture, Healy, Bender & Associates, and DLA Architecture 
outlining their proposals for RFQs. 
 
Committee members discussed their current architects, Healy, Bender & Associates. Committee 
members felt that Healy, Bender & Associates’ presentation was not specific enough considering the 
knowledge base that they had over the other companies. Committee members felt that the other two 
architect firms provided strong presentations. DLA Architecture had a distinct slant toward 
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progressive use of space for 21st century classrooms. Based on that and Dr. LeRoy’s recommendation, 
the committee decided to recommend the Board endorse DLA Architecture for the project. 
 
The committee decided that they would like to have DLA attend a Building and Finance Committee 
meeting should they receive approval from the Board. The meeting would discuss the next steps for the 
project. 
 
Other Business – There was no other business. 
 
Set Future Meeting Date - The Building and Finance Committee will next meet at 11:30 a.m. on 
December 17. 
 
Mrs. Nelson moved, seconded by Mrs. Kelly, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Kelly adjourned the meeting at 12:52 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted by, 
   

 
       Chike Erokwu 
       Secretary, Board of Education 
       Kenilworth School District No. 38 


