THE JOSEPH SEARS SCHOOL
Kenilworth School District No. 38 Board of Education

542 Abbotsford Road « Kenilworth, IL 60043 » 847.256.5006 * kenilworth38.org

MINUTES FOR THE OPEN SESSION OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
KENILWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 38, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THE 17™ DAY OF DECEMBER 2018

The meeting was called to order by Board President Mrs. Mindy Kelly at 5:06 p.m. Upon roll call, the
following board members answered as being present: Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, Mrs. Donna Keller, Mr. Scott
Wallace, Mrs. Mindy Kelly and Mr. John Gottschall. Mrs. Melissa Ross and Mrs. Danielle Boros were
absent.

Mrs. Kelly called for a motion to go into closed session to consider information related to specific
employee matters and potential or probable litigation.

Mr. Wallace made a motion to go into closed session to consider information related to specific employee
matters and potential or probable litigation. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Ross.

Roll Call:
Yes No Absent Abstain
Mrs. Danielle Boros
Mrs. Suzanne Nelson
Mrs. Mindy Kelly
Mrs. Donna Keller
Mr. John Gottschall
Mr. Scott Wallace
Mrs. Melissa Ross

The motion carried with a vote of 7 to 0.

The Board entered closed session at 5:06 p.m.

The Board returned to open session at 7:09 p.m.

Upon roll call, the following board members answered as being present: Mrs. Suzanne Nelson, Mrs.
Danielle Boros, Mrs. Mindy Kelly, Mrs. Donna Keller, Mr. Scott Wallace and Mr. John Gottschall. Mrs.
Melissa Ross was absent.

Also present were:

Superintendent/CSBO Dr. Crystal LeRoy

Director of Student Services Ms. Zuica Donev

Chief Education Officer Dr. Lisa Leali

Dr. LeViis Haney, Interim Principal

Board Secretary Mr. Chike Erokwu

Approximately three members of the community.

PUBLIC COMMENT
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Mrs. Mindy Kelly invited public comment.

Mr. Jack Kelly identified himself as a Kenilworth resident and a Sears parent. Mr. Kelly noted that the
Board and Administration have not followed through on their promise to the community regarding
community engagement as it relates to the principal transition. Mr. Kelly said he believes Dr. LeRoy is in
breach of her fiduciary responsibility to the residents and taxpayers. Mr. Kelly cited Board Policy 3:40 in
his claim.

Mr. George Haney identified himself as a Sears parent. Mr. Haney, citing timing, inquired as to why the
Board did not conduct a full external search for principal.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of and Potential Approval of the Principal Contract for FY19-21 — Mrs. Mindy noted that the
Board has found an excellent candidate for the Principal position in Interim Principal Dr. LeViis Haney.
Mrs. Kelly noted that the Board is proud of and excited to have Dr. Haney leading the school. Mrs. Kelly
noted the importance of stability and continuity in the administration to the benefit of Sears students.

Mrs. Kelly noted that deviating from the initial Principal Transition Plan was a decision made jointly by
the Board and Administration.

Mr. Gottschall read a statement on behalf of Mrs. Melissa Ross: To my fellow board members and the
Sears community—I am so sorry to miss the open session of this school board meeting due to a prior
family commitment. Please know that I support the Board’s determination to extend a contract to Dr.
LeViis Haney to remain at The Sears school as principal. Since I met Dr. Haney this summer, I have been
impressed by his experience and ability to connect with others. I believe he will help to strengthen the
educational experience for Sears students as he fulfills his duties in this role and works with
administrators, faculty, families and the broader community in the coming years.

Mr. Wallace noted that the Board faced a difficult decision in living up to its commitment to the
community versus hiring a talented and extraordinary principal. Mr. Wallace said he believes the Board
has acted in the best interests of the community in this case and that they could not have anticipated the
circumstances surrounding the principal position when they made the commitment in June.

Mrs. Kelly called for a motion to approve the FY19-21 principal contract.

Mrs. Donna Keller moved to approve the FY19-21 contract of Dr. LeViis Haney as full-time principal.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Scott Wallace.

Roll Call:
Yes No Absent Abstain
Mrs. Danielle Boros
Mrs. Suzanne Nelson
Mrs. Mindy Kelly
Mrs. Donna Keller
Mr. John Gottschall
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Mr. Scott Wallace
Mrs. Melissa Ross

The motion carried with a vote of 6 to 0 with one member absent.

Dr. Haney said he wants great things for Sears students. Dr. Haney said he appreciates everyone’s passion
and he is grateful to be a part of the school community.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mrs. Kelly invited public comment.

Mr. Jack Kelly noted that the community will continue to watch the board. Mr. Kelly acknowledged the
principal position is difficult and he supports Dr. Haney.

Mr. George McKallis identified himself as a Kenilworth resident and a parent of an elementary school
student. He said elementary kids do not have time to finish lunch and anxiety is an issue for some
children at the elementary school level.

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Kelly entertained a motion to adjourn.

Mprs. Nelson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m. The motion was seconded by Mr. Wallace.
The motion carried with all yeses.

The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.
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