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Philosophy of Education 
Statement of Educational Purpose 

With the education of the individual child as the central focus, The Joseph Sears School 
strives to provide an educational climate in which each child builds a core body of 
knowledge, masters key skills, and develops useful habits of mind, including familiarity with 
the creative process and superior critical thinking abilities. In addition, the school helps each 
child acquire self-knowledge and expects each child to learn social values and high standards, 
and to practice responsible citizenship within the broader community. 

Against a background of growing social complexity and increasing world globalization, Sears 
affirms its commitment to academic excellence, personal growth and ethics in order to best 
prepare each student for the future. Specifically, while at Sears, each student: 

Builds a Body of Knowledge 

• Masters core subjects: Literature/ Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Science, and 
World Languages. 

• Connects ideas and concepts within and across appropriate areas of study and 
understands how they apply to everyday life, locally and globally. 

• Thinks critically about current issues affecting the larger world in which the student 
lives. 

• Acquires exposure and aptitude in the Fine and Applied Arts.  

• Learns the principles of nutrition and fitness; the fundamentals of sports; and the 
discipline of sportsmanship. 

Possesses Skills and Useful Habits of Mind 

• Develops active listening skills in order to enhance all learning. 

• Gains confidence and competence in presenting oneself and one’s ideas orally. 

• Attains a balanced proficiency across the core subjects. 

• Masters the elements of effective writing, including ideas, organization, voice, 
sentence fluency, word choice, conventions and presentation. 

• Learns how to conduct research using both standard and innovative procedures. 

• Uses technology to capture, manipulate and communicate information and ideas 
throughout the curriculum. 
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• Grows in the ability to think critically in all disciplines by gathering, evaluating, and 
organizing information and ideas; recognizing patterns; testing hypotheses, and 
drawing conclusions. 

• Develops the ability to think creatively in all disciplines by elaborating, refining, 
analyzing, and evaluating their own ideas in order to improve and maximize creative 
efforts.  

• Learns how to work both effectively alone and cooperatively in a team. 

Acquires Self-Knowledge 

• Gains executive functioning skills by becoming, self-directed, developing 
organization and time management skills and by setting personal goals. 

• Experiences satisfaction and self-esteem from setting high standards and meeting 
them. 

• Gains the insight and strength that comes from learning from mistakes and failures. 

• Grows in independence – emotionally and socially – as well as understands the 
interdependence of human relationships. 

• Learns how to evaluate, take, and reflect on risks. 

• Experiences a sense of fulfillment and develops a commitment to life long learning. 

Demonstrates Solid Values and High Standards 

• Works hard to understand right from wrong. 

• Responds honestly to students, teachers, and staff. 

• Shows respect for the rights and feelings of others. 

• Learns respect for one’s own strengths and limitations and accepts the strengths, 
limitations and differences of others. 

• Tries to do one’s personal best. 

• Develops a personal code to help guide and monitor one’s behavior. 

• Displays a courteous, cooperative and supportive attitude towards others. 

• Accepts responsibility for one’s actions and their consequences.
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Practices Responsible Citizenship 

• Recognizes one’s role and responsibility including making a positive contribution in 
one’s family, school, community, country and world.   

• Creates and maintains healthy habits, including a responsible attitude toward alcohol, 
drugs and sexuality. 

• Builds supportive relationships by sharing ideas and concerns and by helping others 
face challenges and solve problems. 

• Builds knowledge and develops appreciation of people from diverse backgrounds in 
order to participate effectively in a world enriched by social and cultural differences. 

• Uses technology and communication tools in an effective, safe, appropriate, 
productive and instructionally sound manner. 

 

 

 


